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FCC
Coffee Houses
Friday, March 8 featuring

Josh Keck

Doors open at 6:30 pm
Music begins at 7:00 pm
Friday, March 29 featuring

Allie Hulen

Doors open at 6:30 pm
Music begins at 7:00 pm
Chalice Tidings First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Macomb, IL

Come enjoy
Coffee,
Music,
and
Conversation!

Coffee houses and mission trip and Lenten studies and Pastor’s Class, oh my! March is
shaping up to be a wonderful and (hopefully) transforming month. Lent is the journey to
the cross. Along the journey there will be much to celebrate. We will hear good news about
Jesus and the faith he wants for his disciples. There will be foreboding news and sadness as
well. Lent is filled with roller coaster experiences that should shake our emotions. And then
Easter comes…but, first things first, Lent.
Our theme for Lent is WDJD—What Did Jesus Do? Often we ask the question, “What would
Jesus do?” And we have seen the WWJD bracelets. Maybe WWJD is the wrong question.
Too often, we wonder about the answer but do we live the answer? Attempting to get back
to the actual things that Jesus did is an encouragement for us to do those same things. Let
us not get lost down the path of cars and computers and tablets and cell phones and
airplanes etc. Yes, Jesus and his contemporaries did not have the technology today, but is it
really such a jump shift to know how to live in this technological age in the same manner as
1st century Jesus? Doing what Jesus did will help us find the faith we long for.
How do we know what Jesus did? The Bible is our best source. We can have arguments
whether the things of the Bible are factual and historically correct and sometimes we
should have these conversations. Sometimes, these arguments just bog us down. The first
three gospels—Matthew, Mark, and Luke—are often referred to as the synoptic gospels
primarily because they share many stories. This is the best place to begin to understand
what Jesus did. Stand-alone stories that are only told in one source might be suspect.
Stories found in multiple places would strengthen the possibility that Jesus actually did
this or that. WDJD is a return to biblical foundations.
WDJD? There are a few too many of Jesus’ actions compared to the number of Sundays in
Lent. Yet we will study as many of his actions as we can and try to learn from them and
apply them to our lives. So, WDJD? He was tempted. He prophesied, prayed, told stories,
healed, and prepared. On Easter, he rose.
I look forward to sharing the Lenten journey with you. See you soon!
Peace,
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STEPHEN MINISTRY
Donna Bainter
February 13, 2019
The Stephen Ministry did not meet in February because of illnesses and icy roads.
We will study the chapter next month on Crisis of Pregnancy and Childbirth.
Next month we will meet March 11, 2019 at 1:00 p.m.
We will continue to make our calls, send cards and go on our visits.
Remember anyone interested in going to St. Louis Stephen Ministry Leadership Classes,
contact our Leader Jean Vaughn before March 19, 2019 at 827-4406.

PROPERTY
Dave Kentner
Good progress is being made on the Education Wing Renovation. The hallway skim coat is
completed and the rooms are in the process of being painted. Flooring has been selected
and ordered. Installation of the flooring should begin within the next few weeks. Our painter
will be working next on the Education Wing stairways. There will be a period of time where
one stairway will be closed. When the west stairway is closed, do not ring the bell, but please
instead call the office (309-837-6473) to be let into the building.
Repair on the Fellowship Hall furnace replaced wires/parts that had melted.
Installation of the elevator/entry furnace has been completed. Half of the cost is coming
from the Trustee Property Fund and the rest from Property’s current budget. The entry and
elevator will be much more comfortable on these chilly Sundays.
It was approved by the Board to move forward with the Youth Projects for an estimated total
of $6946.50 to be paid out of the Trustee Landscaping Fund. The window repair in the Youth
Room will be paid out of Property’s current budget.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Norma Kentner
CE did not have a meeting in February due to cold temperatures, snow and icy conditions. However, we
did have two after-church meetings and have been corresponding by emails. Our committee met after
church on Sunday, February 3rd to get a consensus on our laminate flooring for the Education Wing. We
unanimously picked out a pretty neutral color. It was decided by the Renovation Committee to go with a
high quality laminate flooring Armstrong’s Rigid Core. It is advertised to be Dent/Scratch/Stain
Resistant and 100% waterproof and has a warranty. Another plus is that the flooring already has a pad,
so there is no need to put a pad underneath the flooring when it is installed. The flooring is to be put
down over the existing tiles, so removal of the tiles is not necessary.
You are invited to go up to the Education Wing to see how bright and cheerful it already is becoming,
but do go upstairs on Sunday to prevent tripping on paint cloths. Our painter started in the hallway,
using mesh to cover the cement block walls. He has started painting the trim in the rooms. Following
will be painting the walls of the rooms. The painter will finish with the stairwells. We have some of the
furniture ordered, new tables, chairs, a bookcase and storage cabinet. We will be waiting to order more
furniture that will arrive after the flooring is completed… trying to cut down on moving for the painter
and floor installers.
The committee would like to thank those who helped on our Work Day to move furniture and items to
either be sold or discarded: Pastor Kelly, Rod Burg, Larry Loop, Dave Kentner, Anne Ingersoll, Erin
Jacobs, and Norma Kentner. Ladies who came in and cleaned before our Midwinter Retreat were: Dot
Loop, Karen Chatterton, Carolee Sellers, and Barb Houck. Also, the room dividers were removed and
the remaining spaces from that removal are being worked on by Dave Kentner. Our helpers for
removing the room dividers were: Ben Kersey, Dave Kentner, Aaron Meunier and Pastor Kelly.
Many thanks to our excellent painter, Gene Thorman, and Dave Kentner, who filled in the spaces left by
the removal of the room dividers, pulled up the base trim, and is installing 3-way electrical outlets and
new light switches.

As you can see, it takes a village to do a Renovation and we are very grateful for this hard
-working group of villagers!
On February 4th, representatives from our church met with representatives from the Boy Scout and Girl
Scout leaders who have been meeting at First Christian Church. As of February 1, 2019, the Girl Scouts
will be eligible to join the Boy Scouts of American under the name of Scouts BSA. This will affect the Girl
Scouts and Boy Scouts meeting at our church. The scouts will continue meeting on Wednesday
evenings in their designated room, occasionally using the Youth Room when needed. The group will
have separate Scoutmasters and separate Charters. If the female Scoutmaster is unable to be present,
there will always be a female adult present for the meeting. The scouts will be working on badges, skills,
and getting ready to participate in outdoor activities. The curriculum for the girls will be the same
curriculum offered in the Boy Scout program and the girls will be eligible to achieve the highest rank of
Eagle Scout. The CE Committee approved the request for the Scouts BSA to meet in their room and
form their charter. The request was approved by the Board at the February Board Meeting.
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CHRISTIAN ACTION & OUTREACH
Jan Rockwell
2019 Intergenerational Mission Trip to St Louis
Where:
What:

St. Louis, Missouri
Five Days of Work, Worship & Fun
Working with Memorial Blvd. Christian Church in food ministries,
Physical Projects for Union Ave. Christian Church & Lydia’s House (abused
women’s shelter)\Working for Guardian Angel Settlement Association
Play at St. Louis City Museum
A Dinner at Pastor Kelly’s buddy’s home
Housing at Webster Groves Christian Church – See Kelly if you need an air mattress
When:
March 10 – 14 Leave after Service on Sunday, return Thursday evening
Register in office by Sunday, March 3rd.
Cost:
A Bargain at $15.00!
Questions: Call Pastor Kelly or Jan Rockwell
BIG THANK YOU to those who donated to February’s Souper Bowl of Caring! We collected
over $200 in food items and money. The JYF, under direction of Anne Ingersoll, sorted &
stored all of the donations for our Emergency Cupboard. The items are being put to very
good use! March Collection is March 3!
Mark your calendars ahead to save the date for the
IAM Interfaith Prayer Breakfast Thursday, May 2. More coming later.

FCC BOOK CLUB
FCC Book Club braved a predicted ice storm on February 7 and had another one of our
thought-provoking book discussions on John Grisham’s book The Partner. It always is interesting that a group can read a book and come up with differing opinions of characters and
happenings within the books. We always remain polite and considerate of others’ opinions—
I guess that’s what makes this group so enjoyable. On Thursday, March 7, we will discuss
The Invention of Wings (there still are $5 copies available) and our book for April 4th will be
The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead. Again, the new, used book will be $5.
Please get a book and join us….it’s a wonderful group of interesting folks!
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YOUTH
Ben Kersey

February was an exciting month! We started off with the Souper Bowl
and the Super Bowl alike. We also made cookies for fellowship
time...and made some extra. We took those extra cookies to the Elms
and to Wesley Village. We wanted to say thank you to all the hard
working nurses and staff for what they do everyday.
March is another busy month. We have a mission trip, bowling, and
planning for Youth Sunday, which is rapidly approaching.

MARCH ACTIVITIES FOR COLLEGE AGE
YOUTH (grades 6-12) and JYF (grades 3-5)
College Age
324-

8:00 pm
8:00 pm

Youth - 6 - 12 Grade
310 –14
17 24 31-

5:00 pm
Mission Trip
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm

Communication
Cooking
Bowling at Diggers!!
Youth Sunday Planning & Chick’s

JYF - 3 - 5 Grade
317 -

5:00 pm
5:00 pm
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DISCIPLES WOMEN
Char Carden
Happy St. Patrick’s Day!
Every March 17, countries around the world celebrate St. Patrick’s Day in observance of the death of St.
Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland credited for bringing Christianity to the country. Initially a religious feast
day in the 17th century, St. Patrick’s Day has evolved into a day of celebrating Irish culture with parades,
music, dancing, special foods, and of course, a lot of green.
In honor of St. Patrick’s Day, here are a few interesting St. Patrick’s Day facts!











Saint Patrick didn’t wear green. His color was “Saint Patrick’s blue.” The color green became
associated with St. Patrick’s Day after it was linked to the Irish independence movement in the late
18th century.
Despite his Irish notoriety, Saint Patrick was British. He was born to Roman parents in Scotland or
Wales in the late fourth century.
According to Irish legend, Saint Patrick used the shamrock as a metaphor for the Holy Trinity when
he was first introducing Christianity to Ireland.
Saint Patrick is credited for driving the snakes out of Ireland, but according to the fossil record,
Ireland has never been home to snakes as it was too cold to host reptiles during the Ice Age. The
surrounding seas have kept snakes out since.
There isn’t any corn in the traditional St. Patrick’s Day meal of corned beef and cabbage. The name is
a reference to the large grains of salt historically used to cure meats, which were also known as “corns.”
Saint Patrick was born “Maewyn Succat” but changed his name to “Patricius” after becoming a priest.
Irish immigrants began observing St. Patrick’s Day in Boston in 1737 and the first St. Patrick’s Day
parade in America was held in New York City in 1766.
In Chicago, the Plumbers Local 110 union dyes the river Kelly green. The dye lasts for around five hours.
On or around St. Patrick’s Day, the Irish taoiseach, or prime minister, presents the U.S. president
with a crystal bowl of live shamrocks as a symbol of the close ties between the two countries.
What do Shamrocks have to do with St Patrick's Day?
According to St. Patrick's Day lore, Patrick used the three leaves of a shamrock to explain the holy trinity:
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Christ be with me, Christ before me,
Christ behind me, Christ in me,
Christ beneath me, Christ above me,
Christ on my right, Christ on my left,
Christ when I lie, Christ when I sit,
Christ when I arise,
Christ in the heart of every man who thinks of me,
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me,
Christ in every eye that sees me,
Christ in every ear that hears me.

Bible verse from Matthew 6:20, "But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven."
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Birthdays
3
6
9
12
18

Susan Cangro
21 Samantha Adams
Donna Bainter
24 Debbie Mercer
Martha Behymer
Courtney Norton
Luan Berry
25 Dean Hansen
Kimberly Sparks
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