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SERVING THIS WEEK OF March 2

In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the
first day of Lent, which begins 40 days prior to Easter
(Sundays are not included in the count.) This year Ash
Wednesday is March 5.
Lent is a time when Christians prepare for Easter by
observing a period of fasting, repentance, moderation
and spiritual discipline.
Ash Wednesday derives its name from the practice of
placing ashes on the foreheads of worshipers as a
celebration and reminder of human mortality, and as a
sign of mourning and repentance to God.
FCC will hold Ash Wednesday services on March 5,
beginning at 7:00 p.m.

Worship Leader: Eric Reed
Elders: Jan Rockwell (bread); Mike Drake (cup)
Diaconate: Bev Drake, Rachel Bliven, Gail Randall,
Betty Sherwood, Bob Sherwood, Jill Jones
Balcony: Chris Dace, Linda Dace, Maddie Dace
Preparatory: Joyce Randall, Phyllis Shields, Sam Shields
Greeters: Front
Rod Burg
Central East
Nita Burg
Balcony South
Bob Sherwood
Elevator
Gail Randall
Sanctuary Superintendent(s): Gail and Joyce Randall
Children’s Moment: Jack McKinnon
Children’s Church: Peggy West
Soundboard Tech: Tim Adams
Coffee Fellowship Time: Char & John Carden
Hospital Caller(s): Char Carden
Financial Escort: Karen Chatterton
Sunday Morning Office Staff: Patti Jones
Church email: annetta@fccmacomb.org
Minister email: kelly@fccmacomb.org

Office phone: 309.837.6473
Website: www.fccmacomb.org

Birthdays and Anniversaries
3
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This week we will celebrate Transfiguration Sunday. The scripture from Matthew 17 will
describe the time when Peter, James and John go up the mountain with Jesus and
appearing miraculously before them are Moses and Elijah. God’s voice will be heard—This
is my son, the beloved; with him I am well-pleased. Listen to him.
There are many things which denote this as an important moment. The experience takes
place on a mountain. Peter, James and John are away from the rest of the disciples with
Jesus. And, of course, Elijah, Moses and the voice of God make an appearance.
If you were to be a character in this story, would you rather be one of the disciples or Jesus.
(Maybe you would rather be one of the prophets or the voice of God, but that is not an
option for our purposes. Sorry.) Think about this question thoroughly before answering.
As one of the disciples, you get to witness a mentor and friend having a very special
moment. You will be able to offer ways to help commemorate this event. And because
you have been chosen to go up the mountain, you might come to understand the special
relationship you have with your friend.
If you are Jesus, the special-wonderful-cool stuff is happening to and for you. Special
dignitaries come to spend time with you. The voice reminds you that you are on the right
path and doing good things. The voice says I am proud of you. Your good friends get to
witness all of this.
So, Jesus? Or the disciples? No matter. Whether we look carefully enough at our own lives
or the lives of those closest to us, we can see goodness. We can know that God is smiling
down on us and pleased with our efforts to live faithfully in this world. There will be other
voices in the world telling us we are no good and unworthy. If we carefully listen to the
one, true voice, like Jesus, we will know otherwise.
Peace,
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Saturday, March 1
8:00 AM
DM @ FCC
Fellowship Hall
Youth Retreat continues at
Horn Lodge
Sunday, March 2
Rod Burg opens/closes church
Rod/Nita Burg drive(s) the van
8:30 AM
Prayer Group
9:00 AM
Sunday School
10:00 AM
Coffee Fellowship
10:30 AM
Worship
12:00 PM
JYF
1:30 PM
Shut-in Communion
Elders:
John Carden
Char Carden
Deacons:
Rachel Bliven
Bev Drake
Tuesday, March 4
7:00 PM
DW Exec Bd Mtg
Wednesday, March 5
Ash Wednesday
6:00 PM
Choir Rehearsal
7:00 PM
Ash Wednesday Service
Sunday, March 9
Daylight Savings Time begins
Eric Reed opens/closes church
Bob Sherwood drive(s) the van
8:30 AM
Prayer Group
9:00 AM
Sunday School
10:00 AM
Coffee Fellowship
10:30 AM
Worship
5:00 PM
Youth Group

12
15
16
18

Susan Cangro
Donna Bainter
Kathryn Weghorst
Luan Berry
Lois Longwell
Bob Donnell
Jim & jonell Schauble (a)

Sunday, March 2
Transfiguration Sunday
Sermon:
Scripture:
Lectionary Readings:
Exodus 24:12-18
Psalm 2
Psalm 99
II Peter 1:16-21
Matthew 17:1-9

_______________________________
Sunday, March 9
First Sunday in Lent
Lectionary Readings:
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
Psalm 32
Romans 5:12-19
Matthew 4:1-11
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS

You are invited to join us:
FOR:

Intergenerational Mission Trip

TO:

Washington, IL

DATE: March 9 - March 13, 2014
WHO: Youth in 6th grade - Seniors,
We will again join with First Baptist
to participate in a Maundy Thursday
service, April 16, beginning at 7:00
p.m.
The service will be held at First
Christian and Rev. Wally Holt will
bring the evening message. We will
share wonderful music, friendship
and communion. This is a great
opportunity to gather around the
table and remember our unity in
Christ.
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On Good Friday evening, April 17, at
7:30 p.m., we will hold a Tenebrae
service.
The word “tenebrae” is Latin for
shadows. The purpose of a Tenebrae
service is to recreate the emotional
aspects of the passion story.
Our purpose will be to recreate the
betrayal, abandonment and agony of
the events of Good Friday. We will
leave the sanctuary in near darkness
with the Easter story unfinished.

WHY: To make a difference in
tornado- torn Washington, IL
COST: $25/individual; $40/family
STAY: Sleep in Eureka College dorms;
Eat at Eureka Christian Church
INFO: Rev. Ingersoll - 837 6473
Kelly@fccmacomb.org
Jan Rockwell - 837 3156
Rockwell@macomb.com
Sign up in parlor or office by Sunday,
March 2

The Center for International Studies will
be hosting 25 students from Shanghai
Donghai Vocational Technical College
for a five-week program this spring. As
part of that program, the students
participate in a homestay weekend,
Friday, March 21 (evening) through
Sunday, March 23 (after lunch).
If you would like to host one or two
students, please contact Dana Vizdal,
347 Memorial Hall (309 298 3734; dmvizdal@wiu.edu).
Families are given a small stipend of
$20 for one student, $30 for two (to
cover partial costs of meals).
This is a wonderful opportunity to
introduce our families to other cultures
and to remember our unity and share
with others from around the world.
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Summary of some
letters received from
Inmates
Dear FCC:
Usually on Sunday evening, we get a
sandwich, some chips, a jello cup and
a soda; it’s not only Sunday evening,
we get something like this every
evening. It gets a little boring after a
while.
It made me extremely happy to see
we had something different to eat on
Super Bowl Sunday. I really enjoyed
the artwork on the food containers
too. I got the man on the boat
traveling to spaghetti island.
Everything in the meal tasted great;
my favorite part was the brownie and
the breadstick. I ate everything and
felt very happy and full. I’ve been here
20 days now and I have to say that
was the best meal I’ve had. Thank you
for brightening up my day.
P. S. Stay in school and stay out of jail!
Dear FCC:
All of the women @ McDonough Co
jail would like to thank you so very
much for all the hard work in
preparing us the wonderful spaghetti
dinner. It was great!!
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Dear FCC:
Thank you for the spaghetti and the
rest of the well cooked food! God
bless!!
To: FCC
All of us from E-3 in McDonough
County jail want to thank you for the
magnificent spaghetti dinner last night.
It was awesome of all of you for
preparing and the making of the
dinner, and the time you put into it.
May God bless you.
******************
Thank you for your prayers, cards and
visits during my heart scare and my
resent shoulder replacement surgery.
A special thanks to Karen Chatterton
for the delicious food. I am looking
forward to getting back to al of you as
soon as I can!
Fondly,
Marilyn Walker
Thank you for the basket with plant.
Your kindness and sympathy were
greatly appreciated by the family. It
was comforting to share this time with
members of the church where my
parents found so much joy and friends.
Thank you to the ladies who prepared
the delicious luncheon.
The family of Katie Baugher
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Attention all Women!

Eyes Upon the Cross will be the
recurring theme of our Lenten Studies.
We will have a study on Wednesdays
during Lent - March 19, 26, April 2, and
9. These studies will begin at 5:30 p.m.
with a snack supper. There will be a
study offered for all ages.
The study will begin at 6:00 p.m. and
will conclude at 6:45 p.m.
A donation basket will be available to
help pay for the cost of the meal each
week.

Do you need a spiritual pick-me-up? Are
you looking for conversation with other
women about your faith?
One Thousand Gifts by Ann Voskamp is a
study we'll be starting on Sunday, March
9th at 9am. The study will run through
the season of Lent.
All women are invited to
participate! This study is for women of
all ages and allows for discussion about
our faith in our daily lives.
Materials need to be ordered soon so
please contact Anne Ingersoll at 4210540 or at anneingersoll@gmail.com
Workbooks are $5
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