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POTLUCK AND PIE AUCTION
July 16 at 12:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall.
Drinks and Table service will be provided.
There will not be meat provided.
There will be a sign up sheet on the bulletin board for 12 pies.
One pie per person.

Over the massive front doors of a church, these words were inscribed: The Gate of Heaven. Below
that was a small cardboard sign which read: Please use other door.—A Minister, A Priest, and A
Rabbi, a Joe King Book.
What do you think of when you read such a joke? (Fortunately it is just a joke.) When we think of
what the sign might infer, it’s that none of us is can enter the gates of heaven. That is not what we
preach at funerals. It’s not what we celebrate at the communion table. It’s not at the heart of Jesus’ sermons or ours. Love is central to all such occasions. We believe in a God that loves us so
much, so intimately, that just by loving us we are worthy. We call this grace.
What would someone who is not a part of the church (for whatever reason) think when they read
the joke? Might they think, Here go those Christians again, not letting anyone but themselves share
in the goodness of their God. Or, Do these hypocrites actually think they will get to heaven? I think
that some folks look at Christians and see them not practicing what they preach. They see in us
judgment, greed, and selfishness. How the world would look different if our words matched our
actions.
We preach grace and love and forgiveness. Let each of us, in our own ways live grace and love and
forgiveness. Let us rip up the cardboard signs we so often share with the world that we might add
to the inscription—Love and grace offered to all who enter.
Hope to see you soon.
Peace,

July Sermon Scriptures and Titles
July 2 - Exodus 25:8 Sanctuary
July 9 - 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Children of the Light
July 16 - Matthew 13:3-9 Good Soil Folks
July 23 - Matthew 15:22-28
Woman, Great is Your Faith!
July 30 - Luke 15:11-32
It’s Time To Party!!!
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DISCIPLES MEN
Dean Hansen

STEPHEN MINISTRY
Jean Vaughn

TRUSTEES
Donna Bainter
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ones of those with cancer. The purpose of the book is to help those who are dealing with cancer find hope
and help them navigate the medical, emotional, relational and spiritual challenges that cancer brings. You,
as a giver, can give the book as a way to care for, help, encourage and empower those you know who are
affected by cancer. It is easy to obtain a book. If you only want to preview the book, there is one in our
church library. If you would like to have a book for your own reference, you may purchase one for $20.00 or
if you know of someone who would benefit from this book, you may give it as a gift. Contact me at 8374406 or email me at jeanvaughn468@yahoo.com

EVANGELISM
Norma Kentner
A big thanks to all who participated in helping out at our First Christian Church Heritage Days Booth!
We have received a new order of t-shirts with our church logo. Still available are several t-shirts in white/
gray. We have final prices for the jackets and caps with embroidered church logos. (We are not ordering visors due to lack of interest.) Jackets will be $37 and caps will be $14. The jackets and caps will be gray with a
colorful logo. There will be someone at the table in the parlor in church on Sunday if you have not already
ordered a jacket or cap. We will be sending our orders in, so if you are interested in ordering, please do so
SOON.
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On Thursday, July 6th at NOON, the club will watch the movie, The Shack, in the Youth Room (large screen)
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Even if you have not been to the group before or have not read the book, The Shack, you are very welcome
the Summer Lunch Program
26 Betty Sherwood
to come watch the video. We bring a sack lunch and eat cookies (sometimes even pie) for dessert! Our new
book, to be discussed Thursday, August 3rd at NOON will be a historical fiction book, America's First Daughter by Stephanie Dray and Laura Kamoie, written in 2016. It is the story, loosely based, of Patsy, daughter of
Thomas Jefferson.
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COMMUNITY ACTION AND OUTREACH
Jan Rockwell for Rod Burg, Chair
In this time of economic uncertainty in our state, it is encouraging to see so many people in the Macomb
area generously supporting Loaves & Fishes. The Macomb food drive by the postal service brought in 1000
pounds of food and two drives by WIU contributed an additional 500 pounds! Thank you to all who helped
represent our church during May to stock shelves or work in the pantry!!!
The money raised during Samaritan Well’s Blue Dress Gala has all been spent on improvement at the Men’s
Shelter next door to FCC. Flooring has been replaced on the top floor, basement and soon the main floor.
The basement bathroom has been given all new fixtures and freshened. Almost all rooms have received new
paint with only kitchen and second coat in the dining room remaining at this writing. Thank you to Director
Jennifer Diggs for getting this all accomplished.
The annual John Bliven Memorial Walk/Run was held Saturday of Heritage Days and the income generated
will be split between the Well and St. Jude’s Children Research Hospital. It is especially important as the
state continues to delay establishing a budget that provides money to maintain the shelters.
The monthly Prayer Shawl Group received a stack of knitted items from Sharon Butcher who put her time
to good use while convalescing from her broken bones. Several people have been given prayer shawls this
month. See Norma Kentner if you would like information about knitting for the McDonough District Hospital obstetrics department. They are in need of baby blankets and caps.
Mark your calendars to help host the Soup & More Dinner, July 30, held at the First Presbyterian Church.
There will be a sign up sheet for times help is needed. Saturday, July 29 and Sunday, July 30. This is a good
chance to show interest in others in the community and make new friends. For more information - please
contact Rod or Nita Burg.
Genesis Garden’s Summer Lunch Program week for FCC is August 7-11. Help is needed to serve lunch to the
YMCA campers and low income children. See Leslie Trone for more information.

WORSHIP
Anne Ingersoll
We are in search of a few more people to assist with our audio visual and recording needs on Sunday mornings. No experience needed! We will train you for the specific jobs available. We are working hard to share
God's love with more people in our community and beyond and can't do it without more help! Contact Anne
Ingersoll at anneingersoll@gmail.com or 309-421-0540.
Also, we still have a few spots available in August and September for special music. If you would like to share
your musical gifts with the congregation please contact Anne Ingersoll.
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DISCIPLES WOMEN
Karen Chatterton
The DW General Meeting and installation of officers was held June 13. Myrna Osborn installed the following
2017-18 officers: President-Karen Chatterton, Vice President- Char Carden, Secretary-Dorothy Loop, Treasurer-Joan England, Program-Joyce Randall, Bereavement, Reception, Special needs-Judy Graves, ServiceDonna Bainter and Jean Vaughn, Historian-Janet Shank.
Karen installed the group leaders: Itoka Maeda-Jean Vaughn, Martha Shemwell-Myrna Osborn.
Jean Vaughn Presented a memorial service by lighting a candle for seven ladies that have passed.
The Disciples Women will host the Church potluck and pie auction July 16 at 12:00 pm. We are asking everyone to bring potluck food, as no meat will be furnished. Drinks and Table service will be provided. For the pie
auction there will be a sign up sheet on the bulletin board for 12 pies. One pie per person.
The Homecoming Ice Cream social will be held immediately after Church August 27, with the Schauble Family serving a potato bar lunch, as an expression of thanks to the Church Members for their acts and words of
kindness during Jenna's illness. Members will be contacted about bringing ice cream and desserts.
At the June 6 meeting the Disciples Women executive board approved a new fund called Sports Assistance
Fund for First Christian Church Students in the amount of $250.00. Any student needing money to participate or need equipment for sports should contact Kelly.
Think About This: "Friendship isn't about who you have known the longest,---But about who came and
never left your side"

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Jonelle Schauble
Much has happened since our last newsletter. Our first movie was attended by 37. Lots of laughter could be
heard. It was a good night. Sing was shown on June 25 and our last movie Trolls will be seen on July 30th.
Bring your chairs or blankets and join us. Movies start at 8:00 pm or dark. Transportation will be available.
July 22nd at Vince Grady Field will be Let's Get Messy, our next Summer Fun Day Event, for those children
that have completed 1st - 5th grades. Registration starts at 1:30 pm and the event is held from 2:00 - 4:00
pm. Wear clothes that can get muddy and wet and come join the fun. There will also be a preschool event at
the same time and at the same location.
Flyers with our upcoming events were handed out at our booth during Heritage Days. August 12th is our last
Summer Fun Days event for those completed 6th - 8th grade. Andra Moran will be joining us for special music. There will be a light supper served. Come join us for an evening of fun. 6:00-9:00 pm.
Take me out to the Peoria Chiefs game. 10 adults, children and youth traveled to the game. There was food,
fellowship and FUN!. July 13th is water park day. We will leave the church at 10:00 am and return by 3:00 pm.
Please bring a sack lunch. We will provide the drinks. There will be a sign up sheet on parlor bulletin board
starting July 1st. Hope everyone has a good rest of the summer!
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PROPERTY
Larry Loop
Our parking lot has been restriped and four handicapped spaces have been added. With the addition of the
two spaces adjacent to the Samaritan Well property, the traffic through the lot has been made one way
North! One may still enter at any point, but please exit through the alley onto McArthur or Johnson streets,
especially during functions at FCC. Thanks for your cooperation with this - it shouldn’t take long to get accustomed to this new traffic pattern.
Final plans for the playground basketball court have been made. All of the cost for removal and disposal of
the old concrete has been donated. The final cost for the replacement of the concrete pad is $7379.00. We
did decide to add a sidewalk from the parking lot to the court which will add a little to the final amount.
Money from the Kimler Youth Fund will be used to purchase basketball backboard and poles if needed.
Members have been invited to donate to this project if they so desire. Donations will be used to reduce the
cost of the court replacement. Our tentative start date for this project is mid July.

ACTING AWARD
A recent Western Illinois University alumnus, Jeffrey Young, was a finalist for the Kennedy Center's Irene
Ryan Acting Scholarship, has been hired to write and act in nine new Kennedy Center plays and perform in
two Shakespearean productions through March 2018. Young was awarded the College of Fellows Jane Alexander Acting Award, as well as the Shakespeare Theatre Company Fellowship. The National Endowment of
the Arts, provided $2,500 to Young to write and act in nine new plays at the Kennedy Center, July 22-31.

THANK YOU NOTES:
We would like to say a big THANK YOU for all your thoughts and prayers, the delicious food that was
brought to the house, the beautiful flowers, very pretty prayer shawl, phone calls, cards, visits and the kindness to us since my illness. Thank you for everything. It will never be forgotten. It is a blessing to have a wonderful church family to lean on when hard times come your way. Thanks again, Sam and Phyllis
Dear First Christian Church,
Thank you for the wonderful book presented at the graduation ceremony. It is good to know that I will always have a supportive church family with me as I go through life. Thanks, Emily Bennett.

WELCOME
If you have not already done so, please welcome Matthew McClaughry to our church. Matthew enjoys coming to church and church activities. He also enjoys water activities in the summer. Matthew is a Cuba High
School 2004 graduate . He transfers from Disciples of Christ in Cuba. Matthew says “I love Jesus and I’m a
God fearing man.”

REMEMBER THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS
Our member, Kevin Corridon, has been sent to the Graham Correctional Center in Hillsboro, IL. If you would
like to send encouragement to Kevin, contact Jan Rockwell or the church office for his address.
Grace Corridon has graduated from Navy boot camp and has begun her second leg of training in Texas.
Please remember them in your prayers.
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DISCIPLES MEN
Dean Hansen

TRUSTEES
Donna Bainter

Disciples men will meet at The Old Dairy
July 1, at 8:00 am.
Third Thursday Men’s Group will meet at
Chubby’s Thursday, July 20 at 7:30 pm.

At our June 19, 2017 meeting the Trustees
voted on their Budget for 2018. First Christian
Church will be offering 2 scholarships at WIU
for FCC members. Requirements and application will be on the website at fccmacomb.org.
We would like the application back by August
13, 2017. If you have any questions call Donna
Bainter at 836-8648.

Calendar of Events

Birthdays and Anniversaries

1
4
6
10
11
16
20

8:00 am Disciples Men at The Old Dairy
Independence Day
12:00 pm FCC Book Club
5:00 Property Meeting
1:00 pm Prayer Shawl
12:00 pm Potluck and Pie Auction
7:30 pm Third Thursday Men’s Group @
Chubby’s
22 2:00-4:00 pm Summer Fun Day
30 FCC at Soup & More
31 FCC will assist Genesis Gardens with
the Summer Lunch Program
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6
11
14
16
22
26

Larry Loop
Ron and Jean Vaughn Anniversary
Barbara Houck
Shannon Reed
Bob Sherwood
John Trone
Donald Hodges
Jeanna Montgomery
Kenneth Rutledge
Bill Butcher
Charolette Hughes
Betty Sherwood
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First Saturday of the month: Disciples Men meet at The Old Dairy at
8:00 am. Please join us July 1st for a morning of fun fellowship.
First Monday of the month: Spirit Sisters, which is one of our church
social groups, will meet at 7:00 pm. We meet at Diamond Dave’s for
refreshments and chips, and you are welcome to eat dinner there as
well. We chat about a given topic in a safe environment, share our
experiences, and learn a bit more about each other. You are always
welcome to bring a friend! Come join us August 7th.
First Thursday of the month: FCC Book Club will meet at 12.00 pm.
Please come join us July 6th for a morning of fun.
Second Tuesday of the month: Prayer Shawl will meet at 1:00 pm.
Come join us July 11th for a lovely social hour.
Third Wednesday of the month: Men’s Group will meet at Chubby’s
at 7:30 pm. Come join us July 20th.
Fourth Tuesday of the month: Disciples Clergy will meet at 9:30 am.
Come join us Aug 29th.
Fourth Tuesday of the month: Martha Shemwell group meeting will
meet at 11:30 pm, Itoko Maeda dinner will be at 6:00 pm followed by
a meeting at 7:15 pm. Come join us Sep 26th.
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