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SERVING THIS WEEK OF December 27
Worship Leader: Bob Chatterton
Elders: Jan Rockwell (bread); Char Carden (cup)
Diaconate: Jill Jones, Roselyn Chown, Joan England
Jonelle Schauble, Jeff Young, Esther Young
Balcony: Josh Butcher, Collin Reed, Shannon Reed
Preparatory: Donna Bainter, Charolette Hughes, Cindy Moon
Front:
LouAnn Herriman
Central East
Karen Chatterton
Balcony South
Jeanna Montgomery
Elevator:
Bob Sherwood
Sanctuary Superintendent(s): Gail & Joyce Randall
Children’s Moment: Samantha Adams
Children’s Church: Heather Craig-Bailey
Soundboard Tech: Eric Reed
Coffee Fellowship Time: Leslie Trone
Acolyte: Emily Bennett
Hospital Caller: Jack McKinnon
Financial Escort: Karen Chatterton
Sunday Morning Office Staff: Dorothy Loop
Church email: annetta@fccmacomb.org
Minister email: kelly@fccmacomb.org

Office phone: 309.837.6473

December 24, 2015
6:00 P.M.

We will be holding our annual Christmas Eve Candlelight service this year on December 24 at 6:00 pm.
At 5:30 p.m., Donnie Norton and Michael Stryker will
present a half-hour of Christmas music.
Please mark this date and time on your calendar and
plan to bring your friends, neighbors and family to this
celebration service.

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Thursday, December 24
5:30 PM
Christmas Music in
the Sanctuary
6:00 PM
Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service

This is quite a big week in the life of Jesus. On Thursday he will be born. And on
Sunday, he will be 12 years old and teaching in the synagogue. Did Mary and Joseph
get lucky and skip the terrible twos? Would that be a good thing…to skip those overnight feedings and early education years only to have a pre-teen?
Obviously, the ways of scripture do not allow for all those moments that today we
put all over social media. I have friends who have recently had their first child and
they record a daily picture of their precious baby. They call it “Your daily…” and then
the child’s name. I wonder if they will do the same thing for the same length of time
for children #2 and 3. I hope so. All children are precious.
So, on Thursday, Jesus, Emmanuel, Messiah is born again. And we renew our spirits. We remind ourselves of what is most important. God’s gifts of hope and peace
and joy and love are offered to us in the form of a babe in swaddling clothes. The
great one of faith who will grow up to manifest God in this world, the one who will
receive many titles including king will have a humble beginning. May we receive the
gifts of Christmas in a different way this year. In receiving, may we be inspired to
share Christmas anew—and maybe for more than a day or two.
On Sunday, Jesus will grow up a bit. We will remind ourselves how wise he was and
is. We will marvel at his temple teachings and maybe even remember that 12 yearolds have much to offer this world. We might remember what it feels like to be separated from our child for the first time. Maybe we’ll recall chaotic moments that
turned out to have some value and significance.
In our worship this week, let us celebrate Jesus’ birth and younger years and yet
prepare ourselves for the life and ministry to come. Let us find faith again and even
faith anew as we center ourselves on some of our most significant and famous stories.

Sunday, December 27
Rod Burg opens/closes church
Rod Burg drive(s) the van
9:00 AM
Sunday School
10:00 AM
Coffee Fellowship
10:30 AM
Worship
Saturday, January 2
7:15 AM
DM @ Old Dairy
Sunday, January 3
opens/closes church
drive(s) the van
9:00 AM
Sunday School
10:00 AM
Coffee Fellowship
10:30 AM
Worship
5:00 PM
Youth Groups

28

Dan & Nancy Reed (a)

29

Natalie Workman

30

Charles Becker

31

Jeff Bennett

Sunday, December 27
First Sunday after Christmas
Sermon: Started to Look for Him
Scripture: Luke 2:41-52
Lectionary Readings:
I Samuel 2:18-20, 26
Psalm 148
Colossians 3:12-17
Luke 2:41-52
________________________________
Sunday, January 3
Second Sunday after Christmas
Lectionary Readings:
Jeremiah 31:7-14
Psalm 147:12-20
Ephesians 1:3-14
John 1:10-18

Peace,
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The State of the Church address and
dinner has been scheduled for January
24. Dinner will be at 5:00 p.m. and the
State of the Church address will begin at
6:00 p.m.
This has been a way for us to begin
every year thinking about where we have
been and what we want to do in the new
year.
Please mark this date on your calendar
and plan to attend.

A few weeks ago, we asked for someone
to underwrite the subscriptions to Upper
Room and Secret Place.
We were able to renew the subscription
to Secret Place for one year and to the Upper Room for three years!
Thank you to those who gave for all of us
to enjoy using these two devotionals.
Please help yourself to one or both of
them and enjoy reading a short devotional
each day.

BLUE
CAMPAIGN
WEAR BLUE
There are an estimated 27,000,000 men,
women and children held in bondage worldwide each year. In the US alone, there are
over 100,000 U.S. citizen children enslaved
in sex trafficking a year, plus another 17,000
foreign nationals. At a $150,000,000,000
(that’s right, billion!) yearly profit, human
trafficking is the biggest world-wide moneymaking illegal business, considered more
profitable than drugs or gun sales because
the “merchandise” is sold over and over!
What makes this the fastest growing illegal industry? According to Cathy O’Keefe of
Braking Taffik in the Quad Cities, it is

The Department of Homeland Security
has named January 11 as a national day
of awareness of human trafficking. As
part of that awareness, its Blue Campaign asks people to WEAR BLUE in remembrance of those who are enslaved.
On Sunday, January 10, wear blue to
worship and wear blue on Monday,
January 11—to show your solidarity
with those needing to be set free.

1. the continual demand for services and
2. The fact that it still is socially acceptable.
We at FCC don’t think this is acceptable!
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All knitters and sewers! - present and
wannabes!
Let’s meet at Old Dairy on January 12 at
11:30 a.m. for lunch and discussion of
plans for 2016.
If you would like to learn to knit or crochet, please come and join us.
Questions? Contact Ellen Tingley.

2016 giving envelopes are ready to be
picked up!
They are in a box in the parlor; if you
need one and there is not a box with your
name on it, leave a note for Annetta asking for it. Or call her at 837 6473 and one
will be in the box next week for you!

New committees are being formed for
2016 and we need you! We need you to
volunteer to serve on a committee, to
help carry out the ministry and mission of
First Christian Church.
All are welcome and encouraged to
serve.. According to the FCC constitution, all deacons and elders should serve
on a committee in the church and we
would appreciate everyone’s service.
Many hands on any given committee
makes light work for us all.
The Chairs for 2016 are:

Membership

Christian Education

Please consider joining one of the committees and praying for and encouraging
the chairs of the Deacons, Elders, Trustees and Personnel. We also need to pray
for and encourage the Board Chair.
Thank you.

Jonelle Schauble
Worship
Char Cardem
Property
Dave Kentner
Evangelism

Kim Cunningham
Deacons
Josh Butcher
Elders
Myrna Osborn
Trustees
Jeff Bennett
Personnel
Jack McKinnon
Board Chair
Patti Jones

Anne Ingersoll
Christian Outreach & Community Action

Jan Rockwell
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