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SERVING THIS WEEK OF December 7
Worship Leader: Jonelle Schauble
Elders: Patti Jones (bread), Jean Vaughn (cup)
Diaconate: Bev Drake, Rachel Bliven, Gail Randall
Betty Sherwood, Bob Sherwood, Jill Jones
Balcony: Chris Dace, Linda Dace, Maddie Dace
Preparatory: Joyce Randall, Phyllis Shields, Sam Shields
Greeters: Front
Rod Burg
Central East
Nita Burg
Balcony South
Bob Sherwood
Elevator
Gail Randall
Sanctuary Superintendent(s): Rod & Nita Burg
Children’s Moment: Sherri Wagner
Children’s Church: Shannon Reed
Soundboard Tech: Tim Adams
Coffee Fellowship Time: Bev Drake
Hospital Caller: Jan Rockwell
Financial Escort: Karen Chatterton
Sunday Morning Office Staff: Patti Jones

Church email: annetta@fccmacomb.org
Minister email: kelly@fccmacomb.org

Office phone: 309.837.6473
Website: www.fccmacomb.org

DECEMBER 14, 2014
The annual Special Music Service will be held Sunday, December 14.
Titled Presence in Song, the Chancel and Children’s choirs will share a special musical transition
from Advent to Christmas. We will feature soloists
and instrumentalists as well.
And we will add your voices to favorite carols.
Invite your friends and plan on attending this exciting celebration.

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Some of us like to prepare for things more than others of us. Our personality types
will dictate how much time we need to spend getting ready for different types of
events. If you were to host a party, how much time would you spend preparing?
There is the cleaning of the house and the food and the drinks need to be supplied.
Silverware and plates and cups must be set out. Do we need bowls? Is there enough
seating? Where will the pets go during the party? Did invitations get sent? Some of
us are comfortable ordering pizza, eating off paper towels, and having people bring
their own beverages. This type of gathering could happen with just an afternoon’s
notice. Others of us would need at least a month to put together a party.
One’s personality type does not matter. There is still prep work to do. The party
does not happen without some planning. In Advent, we prepare for the best party.
We prepare to receive the greatest gift. In the birth of Jesus, we find faith anew and
know God’s presence once again. Some of us may have to let go of a few things to
truly experience the season. Others of us may need to do a bit more than usual.
This week we turn our attention once again to John the Baptist, a key figure in the
Advent journey. He is Jesus’ cousin who was charged with being first, to prepare the
way for the Messiah to come. It was prophesied in Isaiah. And John is written about
in each of the gospels. He is a significant character in the story. May John’s story remind us to prepare the way also. In a different way, of course. Still, let us prepare to
receive God’s presence as we glimpse the child lying in the manger this Christmas
Eve.
Peace,

PRESENCE, Also
December 7
December 14
December 21
December 24
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Mark 1:1-8
Luke 1:26-38
Matthew 1:18-23

Presence Prepared
Presence in Song
Presence Accepted
Emmanuel!
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Sunday, December 7
Mike Drake opens/closes church
Mike Drake drive(s) van
8:30 AM
Prayer Group
9:00 AM
Sunday School
10:00 AM
Coffee Fellowship
10:30 AM
Worship
1:30 PM
Shut-in Communion
Elder:
John Carden
Patti Jones
Deacons:
Anne Ingersoll
Josh Butcher
5:00 PM
Youth Group
8:00 PM
College Group
Monday, December 8
6:00 PM
Stephen Ministers
Tuesday, December 9
11:30 AM
CA&O—Larry A’s
5:30 PM
Pastoral Support Group
7:00 PM
Bertha Gilchrist Group
Wednesday, December 10
6:30 PM
Choir Rehearsal
Sunday, December 14
Dave Kentner opens/closes church
Jim Schauble drive(s) van
Choir Christmas Music Sunday
8:00 AM
Prayer Group
9:00 AM
Sunday School
10:00 AM
Coffee Fellowship
10:30 AM
Worship
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Brianna Cangro
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Eric Reed
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Norma Kimler

9

Alyssa Lester

10

Albert Cameron

11

Bernice Magin

Sunday, December 7
Second Sunday of Advent
Sermon: Mark 1:1-8
Scripture: Presence Prepared
Lectionary Readings:
Isaiah 40:1-11
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
II Peter 3:1-15

________________________________
Sunday, December 14
Third Sunday of Advent
Lectionary Readings:

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
Psalm 125
Luke 1:46-55
I Thessalonians 5:16-24
John 1:5-8, 19-28
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The Christian Action and Outreach
Committee will hold a Special Olympics
Secret Santa Christmas party on Friday,
December 19, 5:30-7:30 PM in Fellowship
Hall. A tree will soon be placed with
names of special Olympians, age and gift
suggestions. Please take a name tag,
write your name and phone number on
the circle part of the tag and leave it in
the box on the table next to the tree. Return the wrapped gift to the church office
before the party with the tag attached.
Please do not spend more than $20 for
the gift and do not identify yourself as
the donor. Everyone is invited to attend
the party. Make a reservation on the
Friendship Register, indicating that the
reservation is for the Secret Santa party.
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We want the congregation to be aware
of the day-to-day income and expenses
(not including the Capital Campaign account) as we head into the last couple
months of the year.

Sept

Oct

Income

$14617

$14719

Expenses

$15458

$16907

As we end 2014, please be sure your
pledge is up-to-date so that we can end
the year with a balanced budget.
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We will be ordering poinsettias again this
year to be displayed on Sunday, December
21 and on Christmas Eve.
We will order them from Enchanted Florist at last year’s price, $12.50. The poinsettias will be white and wrapped in gold foil
with a burgundy bow.
You will need to place your order with
Annetta by December 19. Please do not
contact the Enchanted Florist directly. If
you would like to have your poinsettia
given in honor of a loved one, please give
that information to Annetta the same time
you place your order.
You may include your payment with your
regular offering. Be sure to mark that
$12.50 is for a poinsettia.
You will be able to take the poinsettias
home with you after the Christmas Eve service.

Every month JYF members do a service project. It has been decided that for the months
of November and December we will have a
“Tin Can” rally.
The Junior Youth would like to collect 500
items of food to be donated to the Colchester
Area Relief Effort. We need your help to do
this.
Please bring your items (they do not have to
be canned) and help them reach their 500
item goal.
This is the last Sunday to bring items. The
items will be delivered on Saturday, December 13.
Our very own Emily Bennett volunteers at
CARE. Let’s help her stock the shelves!
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Bob Chatterton, Chair of the Church
Board, has called the Annual Meeting of
the congregation for December 7, 2014,
immediately following worship.
The agenda will be to approve the 2015
budget and the Slate of Officers for
2015.
Please mark this date on your calendars and play to remain for the meeting
after worship.
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The Prayer Shawl and Sewing Guild
members will not be meeting in December. Our next meeting is scheduled for
January 20, 2015.
We are pleased with our progress since
our organization in May. To date we
have given 21 prayer shawls and nine
more are finished, waiting to be distributed. Eleven quilt tops have been sent to
Hungary, 74 dresses to Uganda, 15
Christmas stockings were given to Samaritan Services and 60 to WIRC.
Wow! We have been busy! Merry
Christmas to you all.

Ellen Tingley
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‘Tis the Season! All Youth, JYF and families with children are invited to get in the
spirit on Sunday, December 14 with
Christmas caroling from 4:00-5:00 p.m.
followed by holiday parties.
The JYF party will be held at the church
from 5:00-7:00 p.m. and will include a
movie and snacks.
The Youth will meet at the Ingersolls
following caroling.
Children—please RSVP to Jonelle
Schauble and Youth, please RSVP to
Anne Ingersoll if you will be joining the
festivities.

On December 21, the children and youth
of FCC will present a special Christmas
Children’s Worship Service from 9:3010:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary.
The service is designed to help every
child (and the child in all of us) remember
the true meaning of Christmas. The service is open to everyone, especially families with small children, and will include a
costumed procession, special music and a
short play.
A children’s worship bulletin and candy
canes will be give to all children in attendance.
Please invite your friends and family to
this special celebration of Jesus’ birth.
Coffee fellowship with a birthday cake
for Jesus will follow the service.
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