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Church Picnic
AND

Pie Auction
July 8 will be the Church Picnic and Pie Auction!!
When? Beginning right after Worship Service
Where? First Christian Church Fellowship Hall
Disciples Women will be providing the meat,
hot dogs, buns, baked beans, drinks and table service.
Everyone is asked to bring a dish to share either a salad or vegetable or dessert.
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In the past, we have done sermon series on the gospels, Paul, several Hebrew/Old Testament texts
including Genesis, Exodus, Ruth, Jonah, Daniel, and Esther. We have even studied the faith implications
of Dr. Seuss! As I began to think about what we should study next, Samuel came to mind. In July, we will
look at the early passages of 1st Samuel in a series titled: Samuel: Calm Leader in Turbulent Times.
Samuel was born to a man named Elkanah and his second and (his most preferred wife) Hannah. Hannah
wanted a child so badly that she made a deal with God. In exchange for a son, she would give him to God,
to serve God for his whole life. After Samuel was old enough, Hannah followed through on her promise.
She packed up her son, took him to the temple and handed him over to the priest, Eli. Eli’s own sons
were despicable crooks who stole from the people of Israel. Samuel grew up to be faithful and honest
and took over handling the religious tasks for God’s chosen ones after Eli’s death. Often alternating
between priest and prophet, Samson led the people and interceded on God’s behalf with Israel. One day,
wanting to be like the other countries around them, the Israelites pleaded with God through Samuel to
name a king. God and Samuel were unhappy about this for God was the only leader Israel needed. God
consented and Samuel led the process of choosing and installing Israel’s first king. The dishonesty of Eli’s
sons, Eli’s sudden passing, wars, the kingship process among other things made life turbulent for the
Israelites, but Samuel was a calm influence during chaotic times.
We are in another election cycle with the governor’s race and national mid-term elections. Political ads
have begun. News headlines change every 12 hours with one person or party trying to slam the other.
The world is changing around us politically. Allies are distant and enemies are close. Wouldn’t it be nice
to have a direct contact from God who would advise our nation on what to do, someone who would be a
uniting and calm voice in the midst of our current chaos? Politics do not work like that anymore. As far as
we know, politics only worked like this for the people of Israel. Government is a less divine, more human
institution these days.
Studying Samuel’s life and ministry will provide more history for our faith journey, connect us with the
Israelite people and remind us that all are called by God. As Samuel is receiving a vision (at a time when
visions were scarce) Eli instructs him to say to God Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening. May our study
of Samuel be significant to our faith. May we also become patient, listening servants of God.
Peace,

July Sermon Series Samuel: Calm Leader in Turbulent Times
1—1st Samuel 1:1-2 Born to Serve
8—1st Samuel 2:34-35 Faithful Priest
15—1st Samuel 3:1 Vision
22—1st Samuel 4:10-11 Raiders of the Lost Ark
29—1st Samuel 8:1-5 Old Sam
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STEPHEN MINISTRY
Donna Bainter
The Stephen Ministry met on June 11, 2018 at 1:00 p.m. Those present were Sue Adams,
Donna Bainter, Judy Bland, Char Carden, Sue Cooper, and our leader Jean Vaughn.
Teresa Bennett, a RN and House Supervisor at MDH, was our guest to discuss the rules
and regulations for visiting our care receivers in the hospital. She said if there is a sign on
the door like “No Visitors” or “Isolation,” go to the Nurses Station and they will help you.
Teresa told us that they were moving OB to second floor for the addition on first floor of the “Women’s
Center” and OB remodeling. It was a pleasure to have Teresa talk with us so we know the proper way to visit
our care receivers.
Those who have care receivers gave their reports. Last month we made 7 phone calls, sent 5 cards, made 4
visits and sent 14 texts. We brought our prayer list up to date.
We will not meet in July. Our next meeting will be August 13, 2018 at 1:00 p.m. If anybody is in need of a
care giver, call Jean Vaughn 837-4406.

EMMAUS GATHERING
Jean Vaughn
On Friday, July 27, at 7:00 pm there will be an “Emmaus Gathering” at First Christian Church. This
Gathering consists of a very informal Worship Service and Fellowship Time. Everyone is invited to
this Worship Service including those who have been on the “Walk to Emmaus” and others. The
“Walk to Emmaus” is a spiritual renewal program intended to strengthen the local church through
the development of Christian disciples and leaders. Emmaus is for people who are already Christian
and desire to grow in their faith. It is a 3-day Walk beginning on Thursday evening at 8:00 pm and
ending on Sunday evening before dinner. There is a cost that covers the three days which is
minimal, if unable to pay all of the cost assistance is available. These Walks are held in Quincy.
There is a process to attend the “Walk to Emmaus”. The first step is to find a sponsor. Persons from
our congregation who have been on this spiritual journey are Patti Jones, Mary Stipanowich, Ron
and Jean Vaughn and Pauline Dunn. These persons can be your sponsor or help find you a sponsor.
If you are interested in the “Walk to Emmaus” or just curious, you might consider attending the
Worship Service on the 27th so you can talk to others who have been on a Walk and listen to their
experiences. Also, bring a snack (finger-food) to share.
The next “Walk to Emmaus” is August 23-26 for the men and September 13-16 for the women. If
these dates are not good for you, other times will be determined later. For more information, you
may talk to any of the listed names above. I encourage all to give consideration to this spiritual
journey. It is very rewarding and something you will always remember and be thankful that you
went on the “Walk to Emmaus”.

Chalice Tidings First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Macomb, IL

3

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Norma Kentner
Our Sunday School time during Children’s Church is working out very well. This is being held after
the Children’s Moment at our 10:30 am service. We have a really nice group of children attending
and wonderful teachers. If you have children, ages K-5th, please have them join us and invite a friend
as well. The Adult class, led by Dean Hansen, is continuing to meet throughout the summer at their
usual time.
July will be a busy, but fun and rewarding time for Christian Education. On Sunday, July 1st at 8:30
pm ,we will have our 2nd Movie in the Parking Lot, Homeward Bound, a Disney, non-animated
movie which will run 1 ½ hours. On the menu for refreshments is popcorn, caramel popcorn or a
mix of both. We had about 25 viewers last month. The kids were so cute and good—on tarps and
blankets in front of the movie…some even brought their pillows!
Renovation Plans for the Third Floor Education Wing are coming along well. We have moved
from the Wish List Stage to Getting Estimates/Planning Stages. A meeting was held with CE
parents/guardians and we have been gathering wonderful ideas and suggestions for a new, bright,
inviting area for our FCC children!

SUNDAY AT SPRING LAKE
Norma Kentner
What’s it all about? First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and First Presbyterian Church are
sponsoring Sunday at Spring Lake, an intergenerational/family event, on Sunday, July 22, from 2:00 pm 7:00 pm. Planned are five tracks: Bible Story/Craft, Games, Fishing, Pontoon Boat Rides and a Guided
Hiking Trail. You may do all of the events or just choose some to participate in. We are having a Hot Dog
Roast with watermelon and S'mores. PLUS Troublesome Ridge, a wonderful Blue Grass group, will
entertain us and also provide us with a sing-along opportunity. If you wish to just come to the meal and
listen to some good music, by all means register for that as well!
How do I register? Registration will be on-line at our websites, at church and at the park at the large
shelter. We’d like to know how much food to purchase so you are encouraged to register before the 15th of
July.
What if I need transportation? Both churches will provide van transportation to the park, if necessary. Be
at the church at 1:30 pm and plan to arrive back at the church at approximately 7:30 pm. Please call the
church, FCC-309.837.6473 OR 1st Presbyterian-309.833.3333 if you need a ride. We will have transportation
up and down the hill at Spring Lake for those wanting to do water activities and shelter activities.
Who is invited? Families are encouraged to attend. Children 12 and under must be accompanied by a
parent/adult and children under 18 must have a signed parental permission waiver to attend. Anyone 16 and
older must have a valid fishing license. Fishing poles and life jackets will be provided, as well as a first-aid
station and watering hole.
PLEASE come for a great time meeting old and new friends and sharing God’s love. Bring your family,
friends, and neighbors!
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OUTREACH AND ACTION
Jan Rockwell
As the summer unfolds, serious injustices are taking place at the borders of our great nation. Our
denomination has taken a stand on the new government policy of separating children from parents as they
attempt to seek refuge by entering our country illegally. Below is a clip from the Disciples e-mail :

Family Separations: A word to the Church
“Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that
some have entertained angels without knowing it. (Hebrews 13:1-2, NRSV)
Dear Church,
Over the past several weeks, new policies for the implementation of immigration laws have
resulted in family detention and the separation of thousands of children from their parents
across the United States. We, the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), have proclaimed
ourselves to be a pro-reconciling/anti-racist church, which extends welcome to all people,
recognizing that every person is created in the image of God. As followers of Jesus Christ,
we are commanded to “love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the
law” (Romans 13:8). When we start with love, we will understand that when laws
dehumanize and discriminate, we are faithful in opposing such laws, and we are faithful in
using our voice and our vote to call for love....
Go to this website for more information and ways to respond:
https://disciples.org/resources/justice/immigration/family-separations/
“We cannot do everything but we can do somethings”. When injustice occurs, we are all
injured.
On a kinder note, FFC showed love to children in our community by helping to serve the first week of the
Youth Summer Lunch Program offered to area children by Genesis Garden, directed by Candace
Whitman. Thanks to all who served!
July 29 FCC is invited to help prepare and serve dinner for Soup & More. A few people will be needed to
cook on Sat. as well as do the final preps, serve and clean up Sunday. This is a nice opportunity to meet &
share a meal with others in our community. The meal is free and held the last Sunday of each month at the
1st Presbyterian Church. Melissa Calhoun, of Genesis Garden, says, “We would absolutely love to have your
help again this year!” Please let Jan Rockwell know if you are available to help.
There is still a need for shelf stockers for the Emergency Cupboard. Feel free to sign up on the sheet across
from the Parlor kitchen. It takes only minutes a couple of times a week to check the Emergency
Cupboard. Our generous donations on the 1st Sundays have kept the supply well stocked! Thanks to all!
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ELDERS
Tim Adams
On the evening of Saturday, June 2nd, seven members of First Christian Church attended the Iftar, or the
breaking of the daily fast, during Ramadan at the Islamic Center of Macomb. The Muslim community has an
open invitation to the community to attend their Iftar each Saturday during Ramadan, a holy month of
fasting, introspection, and prayer.
To honor the Muslim traditions, the men and women were separated before entering the Mosque. We were
invited to partake in their sharing of dates and drinks prior to the evening prayer. Following the prayer, we
joined them in the feast in which we each brought our own dish to share.
Our hosts were more than generous wanting to fill our plates to overflowing even though we were not the
ones who had fasted since sunrise. Delicious platters of chicken and rice, lamb, hummus, fruit, and other
items were available for the choosing, including delicious baklava for dessert.
During the meal, there was plenty of time for conversation where we found that our new friends were just as
curious about Christianity and our customs as we were about the Islamic faith and their customs. We also
learned that regardless of our faiths, we were all concerned with the state of affairs in the world and in the
community.
Once again, we learn there are more things that are similar in the lives of those of different faiths than the
things that try to divide us. As we communed around a table of food we were reminded that all of us are
God's children and that we are all loved by our God. Ramadan is over for this year, but we encourage each of
you to take the time to look upon our brothers and sisters of other faiths with love in your hearts. And next
year, please consider attending one of the Iftar feasts to see how others live their faith.
May the love of God ever be in our hearts.

WIU SCHOLARSHIPS
Dean Rockwell
Students who will be attending WIU full time, and would like to be considered for
one of the two FCC WIU Scholarships, should turn in a written request to the
Trustees by August 12th. Each scholarship is worth $1000 ($500 per semester).
Applicants must be a member of First Christian Church.
DISCIPLES MEN
Dean Hansen
Disciples Men will meet at The Old Dairy
July 7 at 8:00 am.
Third Thursday Men’s Group will meet at Chubby’s
July 19 at 7:30 pm
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THERE WILL BE NO REGULAR
COMMITTEE AND BOARD MEETINGS
IN THE MONTH OF JULY,
UNLESS TOLD OTHERWISE BY
THE COMMITTEE CHAIR.
HAVE A GREAT SUMMER!
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NEW MEMBERS AND NEW FAMILY
We are excited to announce that
Alan and Cheryl Andrews have reaffirmed membership
at First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).
We are even MORE excited to announce that this
happened right after the adoption of Seth and Damian
was finalized!
Please take a moment to congratulate this new family!

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Sue Adams
What? Women’s Bible Study
When? Every Wednesday at 10:00 am
for 8 weeks beginning July 11
Where? FCC Fellowship Hall
Who? ALL Women! Bring a Friend!

Birthdays and Anniversaries
2 - David Greathouse & Kim Cunningham (a)
3 - Grant Reed
4 - Larry Loop
5 - Ron & Jean Vaughn (a)
6 - Barbara Houck, Shannon Reed,
Bob Sherwood
9 - Richard Webster
Don & Lorraine Crawford (a)
10 - Kathy Fisher
11 - John Trone
14 - Don Hodges
16 - Kenny Rutledge
22 - Bill Butcher, Donnamae Hocker
Charolette Hughes
26 - Betty Sherwood
28 - Jim & Nancy Lane (a)
29 - Janet Hocker
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SUMMER MOVIES
IN THE PARKING LOT
Sunday, July 1st HOMEWARD BOUND
Sunday, August 5th FINDING NEMO
*ALL MOVIES WILL BEGIN AT 8:30PM
*SNACKS AND DRINKS WILL BE PROVIDED
*PLEASE BRING A BLANKET OR FOLDING CHAIR
*TRANSPORTATION? CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE
(309-837-6473)
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