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Graduation Sunday is May 14, 2017, Please help us congratulate our graduates!
A reception to honor the graduates immediately following church service!
8th Grade Graduates

High School Graduates

College Graduates

Emily Bennett
Zeek Magic
Aaron Meunier

Elise Cangro
Brianna Meunier

Emma Bozarth
Tad Goldner
Riley Hoffman
Esther Young
Jeff Young

The season of Easter is the 50 day period from Easter Sunday to Pentecost. You may have heard
of this time as Eastertide. By the time you read this article, we will have experienced almost half of
the season already. These 50 days explore the happenings from Jesus’ resurrection to ascension.
We have themed this season Easter Stories.
If Lent is the preparation for Jesus’ crucifixion and our opportunity to connect with Jesus intentionally—either taking on his type of faith and/or attempting to appreciate his type of sacrifice—then
Easter is celebrating the new life that resurrection brings. It is also trying to understand the ups
and downs that his disciples must have experienced. One day Jesus is crucified. Three days later,
he cannot be found in the tomb. Some will doubt. Others will celebrate. Jesus will reveal himself to
his followers in closed rooms, on dusty roads and even on the beach. Just before he ascends to
heaven he will instruct his followers to stay faithful and to help others come to faith. Each gospel
records these events a little differently.
Maybe this 50 day period is our chance to ask, “So what?” Jesus was crucified and is now risen. So
what? What does this mean for me? Does it matter? If so, how? What do I now do with this message of new life, this message that life and love always win, this good news of God’s amazing
grace found in Jesus? So what? Jesus gave his original followers a message. I’d be willing to bet
that message would still be the same today. Share what you know. Help others become my disciples. Easter is not just one day. And the message of Easter calls us to share God’s love and grace,
not keep it to ourselves. Let us share our Easter Stories!
Peace,

Easter Stories
Scriptures and Sermon Titles
May 7 - John 10:11-18 - Good Shepherding
May 14 - Mother’s Day & Graduation Sunday - John 14:8-14 - Satisfied
May 21 - Jeff Young Preaching
May 28 - Ascension Sunday - Luke 24:44-53 - Proclaimed
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STEPHEN MINISTRY
Jean Vaughn
Stephen Ministry is a win-win-win situation. Suffering people win because they receive
care during their time of need. Stephen Ministers win by learning to listen to, care for,
and work with hurting people and growing a lot in the process. Pastors also win because
they are blessed with a team of well-trained, Christ-centered caregivers. I would encourage YOU to get involved in Stephen Ministry. It really is a wonderful resource—a great
way to equip and empower the saints for meaningful ministry.
One person has indicated an interest in becoming a Stephen Minister. My hope and
prayer is that YOU will also find it in your heart to want to care for those hurting by becoming a Stephen
Minister. A class for training new Stephen Ministers will begin the first of July. Wouldn’t it be wonderful to
have a class of three or four or more?

EVANGELISM
Norma Kentner
Evangelism is always looking for “new” ideas to help publicize the many wonderful things going on at our
First Christian Church. NEW: We have become a GOLD sponsor (1/2 from our budget; ½ from an anonymous business donor, thank you) for the McDonough County Girls Softball League. We were unable to
sponsor a team (we are on the list for next year), but we will have a large banner at the game and the field
will be called THE FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF MACOMB FIELD. So, every time the game is mentioned
on the radio or every time a run is scored, for example, our name will be mentioned. Pretty cool! Games will
begin in May and the schedule will be posted on their website, mcgsl.com…..
Please continue to SHARE GOD’S LOVE!!

Prayer Shawl
Tuesday, May 9th at 1pm will be our next Prayer Shawl meeting. We will welcome back several snowbirds to
our group. If you or a family member/friend need a shawl, please ask this faithful, friendly committee.

FCC Book Club
VERY good discussion time was had over our latest book, The Education of Little Tree, the story of a young
Cherokee boy who lives with his grandparents and is so lovingly taught the Cherokee Way. On Thursday,
May 4th, at noon, we will watch the DVD of The Education of Little Tree. We decided our next book will be
The Shack, by Paul Young and we will discuss that on June 1st, so there is plenty of time to purchase/read
this book. We decided to continue meeting throughout the summer. I guess you could say we enjoy meeting and discussing with one another! Come join us!!!! We are always eager to have new members.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Jonelle Schauble
Well, here it is May already. Christian Education was very active during the month of April. We hosted what
turned out to be a very successful Egg Glow attended by 197 registered children ranging in age from Pre-K to
6th grade. I would like to take this opportunity to say THANK YOU to my committee for coming on board
with this idea and to the members of the church and their families that came out and volunteered. I have
said it before and I will continue to say it, "You’re an amazing group of people."
By the time this newsletter comes out we will have said "Good Bye and Good Luck" to Tad Goldner. Tad has
been our Youth Director, and has done a wonderful job at it. Christian Education will be overseeing the Children Church program from here on. If you are a Children Church teacher and have any questions please see
Jonelle or Kelly and we will try to figure it out. Thanks again Tad for a job well done. What does the future
hold for Youth Director, an ad has been placed to find someone to take that job.
Christian Education has a full calendar planned for the summer. Here is the calendar through June.
May 28th Movie Storks will be shown in the parking lot, at 7:30 or dark. There will be trivia and snacks.
Please bring a blanket or folding chair.
June 10th Summer Fun Days we will be going to the YMCA from 2pm to 4pm for Circus Academy for those
who have completed 1st thru 5th grade are invited to attend. Also from 2pm to 4pm the pre-school and kindergarten are invited to join the children from First Presbyterian Church in a 1 day program being held at
their church.
June 11th--the youth will be baking cookies and hosting Fellowship raising money for the Summer Weekend
Lunch program. Please come and support this worthy cause.
June 25th Movie Sing will be shown in the parking lot, at 7:30pm or dark. There will be trivia and snacks.
Please bring a blanket or folding chair.
There are a few of the things Christian Education has planned. Watch the bulletin for more summer details.
Hope that you can find something to come and enjoy from our calendar of events.

ELDERS
Jan Rockwell
During the recent vespers service in March, one of the two centenarians living at the Everly House joined the
worship. She was an inspiration to us all! Her faith story started as a young married woman who found unconditional love from a sister-in-law. Through that relationship, she came to know the Lord. Through a hard
life, she developed strength (she uses the stairs rather than the elevator). Through a positive attitude she
has a great outlook on life. We all agreed with the saying, “The woman you want to be when you are old, you
best be when you are young.”
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COMMUNITY ACTION AND OUTREACH
Jan Rockwell for Rod Burg, Chair
The Interfaith Gathering on Saturday, April 29, is an opportunity to meet with members of several faiths
for food and conversation. Some of the churches committed to coming are FCC, members of the Macomb
Islamic Center, and members of First Presbyterian. Conversation and activities begin at 4:00 pm with a potluck scheduled for 5:00 pm at the Glenwood Park Stone Shelter.
Tickets are still available for the World Day of Prayer Interfaith Breakfast on Thursday, May 4 (6:30 -8:00
am). Three tables have filled from FCC, and there is still room at a 4th table. See Jan Rockwell to purchase
tickets. Pastor Kelly is the keynoter.
May is the month FCC loads shelves every weekday at Loaves & Fishes. Many hands make light work!
Sign up on the calendar near the Parlor kitchen. See Rod Burg for details. The food pantry is being thoroughly utilized by members of our community.
Jennifer Diggs, the Samaritan Well’s director, sends big thanks for support of the Well’s first Blue Dress
Gala. The event showcased young dancers from Kimmie Nott’s Project Dance Company. A resounding
amount (over $4,000!) was raised as profit to pay for rejuvenation of the men’s shelter. Work has started
with carpet and wallpaper removal and tearing out plaster boards. Plans are well underway for the John
Bliven Memorial Walk/Run held the Saturday of Heritage Days. Money raised from this event is shared by
the Well and St. Jude’s Research Hospital. Registration forms are available at church or online at
www.samaritanwellinc.org.
Leslie Trone will be spearheading FCC’s participation in the Genesis Garden summer lunch program. Our
church will again assist with a Soup N’ More dinner later this summer. Details will come closer to the dates.

DISCIPLES WOMEN
Karen Chatterton
The Disciples Women group was busy in April. We provided a light dinner for the three Lent Services, which
was well attended by the congregation. Ladies Night Out was held April 11, we served salads, desserts and
breads to 80 women, which was a very “tasteful” success. Pat Hobbs presented a wonderful program on her
paintings and beautiful quilts. A heartfull thanks from the Disciples Women to Josh Butcher for doing the
sound and visual for the program and to the workers and clean up crew, Bob Sherwood, Dean Hansen, Rod
Burg, Jeff Bennett, Kelly Ingersoll and Dave Kentner.
The D.W. ladies started preparing Easter breakfast at 6:30am. Not only do we work, but the social time is
great. Dean Hansen prepared the biscuits, and good food was brought by the wonderful women of the
church. A big thanks to everyone who provided and helped with all these meals.
April 25 we served the Clergy Work Shop morning and afternoon snacks and drinks, and a noon meal.
THINK ABOUT IT!!!
People who wonder whether the glass is half empty or half full miss the point. The glass is refillable!!!
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PROPERTY
Larry Loop
A new copier for the church office has been leased that should be more economical for our printing needs.
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the season already. These 50 days explore the happenings from Jesus’ resurrection to ascension.
We have themed this season Easter Stories.
A sign up sheet is on the parlor bulletin board for summer mowing. Please help with this summer project if
you are able!
If Lent is the preparation for Jesus’ crucifixion and our opportunity to connect with Jesus intentionally—either taking on his type of faith and/or attempting to appreciate his type of sacrifice—then
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not keep it to ourselves. Let us share our Easter Stories!
We have noticed in recent months that our Facebook account seems to be getting some attention. So, why
Peace,
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to it!? If you are a member on Facebook, visit the fccmacomb.org page and write a review. You will
see a menu on the left hand margin. Once you click "Reviews", you will be prompted to rate FCC on a five
star scale and then asked to comment. Wouldn't it be nice to share with others in the community what you
think about our church?

YOUTH MINISTRY
Easter
Stories
Tad Goldner

Scriptures and Sermon Titles
Dear Church Family and Friends,
May 7 - John 10:11-18 - Good Shepherding
It sure has been a crazy two years. Between youth group, summer camp, fall festivals, summer fun days,
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and everything else,
family
again and again
shown
me
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youth support beyond my
highest hopes. There is a lot of love in this little church, and that’s something that I’ll always take with me.
May 21 - Jeff Young Preaching
Thank you from the bottom of my heart for two wonderful years here. I wish you all the best.
May 28 - Ascension Sunday - Luke 24:44-53 - Proclaimed
Peace,
Tad G.
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DISCIPLES MEN
Dean Hansen

TRUSTEES
Donna Bainter

Disciples men will meet at The Old Dairy
May 6, at 8:00 am.

Trustees meeting is May 15, at 5:30 pm.
&
Church Board meeting is at 7:00 pm.

Third Thursday Men’s Group meets at Rocky’s
May 18, at 7:30 pm.

Calendar of Events
1.
2.
3.
4.

7:00pm Spirit Sisters at Diamond Dave’s
7:00pm DW Executive Board Meeting
6:30pm Choir Rehearsal
6:30am Community Prayer Breakfast
12:00pm FCC Book Club
6. 8:00am Disciples Men at The Old Dairy
9:00am to noon Stuffed Animal Drive
8. 5:00pm Property
6:00pm Outreach and Action
6:00pm Stephen Ministry
7:00pm Christian Education
9. 1:00pm Prayer Shawl
10. 6:30pm Choir Rehearsal
14. 9:00am Graduation Sunday Reception
Mother’s Day
15. 5:30pm Trustees Meeting
7:00pm Church Board Meeting
16. 5:00pm Pastoral Support
18. 7:30 pm Third Thursday Men’s Group at Rocky’s
22. 5:00 pm Evangelism
6:00 pm Worship
7:00 pm Elders
23. 9:30 am Disciples Clergy
1:30 pm Martha Shemwell
6:00 pm Itoko Maeda Dinner
7:15 pm Itoko Maeda Group Meeting
29. Memorial Day
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Birthdays and Anniversaries
1.
3.
5.
10.
14.
16.
18.
19.
20.
21.
23.
24.
26.

Jonelle Schauble
Karen Chatterton
Joe Meunier
Jeff & Teresa Bennett - Anniversary
Sharon Butcher
John & Leslie Trone - Anniversary
Dave Kentner
Tim & Sue Adams - Anniversary
Ellen Tingley
Griffin Taylor
Joe & Teresa - Anniversary
Abby Dace
Bob Chatterton
Jim & Janet Shank - Anniversary
John Harmon
Margaret Taylor
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First Monday of the month: Spirit Sisters, which is one of our church social groups, will meet at 7:00 pm. We meet at Diamond Dave’s for refreshments and chips, and you are welcome to eat dinner there as well. We
chat about a given topic in a safe environment, share our experiences, and
learn a bit more about each other. You are always welcome to bring a
friend! Come join us May 1st!
First Saturday of the month: Disciples Men meet at The Old Dairy at 8:00
am. Please join us May 6th for a morning of fun fellowship.
First Thursday of the month: FCC Book Club will meet at 12.00 pm. Please
come join us May 4th for a morning of fun.
Second Tuesday of the month: Prayer Shawl will meet at 1:00 pm. Come
join us May 9th for a lovely social hour.
Third Thursday of the month: Men’s Group will meet at Rocky’s at 7:30
pm. Come join us May 18th.
Fourth Tuesday of the month: Disciples Clergy will meet at 9:30 am.
Come join us May 23rd.
Fourth Tuesday of the month: Martha Shemwell group meeting will meet
at 1:30 pm, Itoko Maeda dinner will meet at 6:00 pm followed by a meeting at 7:15 pm. Come join us May 23rd.
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