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MISSION TRIP 

Indianapolis 

The Indianapolis Mission 
Trip was a great success! 
The team worked at 
various sites around the 
city, both indoors and out. 
It was a blessing to work 
hard and serve the 
community.  
 

And... of course you can’t 
go to Indy without a little 
car racing!  Go Carts that is! 

See Page 6 for Thank You Letter from  Society of St. Andrew 



 

2 Chalice Tidings First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Macomb, IL  

 

 
 

Christ is risen…He is risen indeed! 

These words are spoken on Easter Sunday. Yet, Easter is not just a day. As Lent is a 40 day period 
from Ash Wednesday to Easter, the season of Easter is a 50 day period from Easter Sunday to 
Pentecost. Normally during this period, scripture texts focus on the encounters of the resurrected 
Jesus with his followers, especially the disciples. 

If you had been a 1st century follower of Jesus, had seen him laid in the tomb, begun your grieving, 
then heard that Jesus was living, how would you feel? Incredulous? Confused? Excited? Anxious? 
Scared? Doubtful? Joyful? The early followers must’ve felt all these things. Thomas gets a bad rap 
as one who doubted. Others had whole conversations and experiences without knowing it was 
actually Jesus. There would be meals and Jesus would speak words similar to the ones we hear on 
Maundy Thursday (or anytime we gather for communion) and in that communion-like moment 
they would recognize Jesus in their midst. 

In our Christian calendar, Holy Week and Easter Sunday have passed by. Our Lenten denials and 
promises are beyond us. The season of Easter is upon us to remind us the promises of life and new 
life found only in faith are truly ours. What now? How do we respond to all the good news? How 
can we live so that others might feel Jesus in their midst? This always is the catch of faith—how to 
live the beliefs we claim. 

Mahatma Ghandi once said that if it weren’t for Christians, he’d be a Christian. I’m betting that he 
is not alone. Lots of people are watching those of us who profess Christ. They are waiting for us to 
live in accordance with our teachings. They are desperate for people of faith to bring faith to life. 
May this be our Easter pledge—to bring a vibrant and living faith to all whom we encounter. 

Ghandi is also known for saying Be the change you want to see in the world. Jesus has told us to 

Love God with all heart and mind and soul and strength and to love our neighbor as ourselves. Good 

Easter words…in deed!  

 

Peace, 
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DISCIPLES WOMEN 
Karen Chatterton 

 
Disciples Women Spring Ladies Night Out will be April 10 at 6:00 pm, The meal will be catered! So just come 
and enjoy a good meal and be entertained by the singing group, Harmony.  On that night we will present our 
2018-2019 slate of officers. 

It was discussed at the Itoka Maeda meeting to think about  having  a ladies Bible study.   

Disciples Women voted to prepare one meal for sick people when circumstances warrant it.  It was also 
decided we would finance painting as well as installing a new window shade and ceiling tiles in the fellowship 
hall women’s bathroom . 

Think about this . . .    

May We Live to Bring JOY to GOD!! 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 
       

Stephen Ministry met on Monday, March 12 at 1:00 p.m. 
Those present were Sue Adams, Judy Bland, Char Carden, Susan Cooper, Pauline Dunn, 
and Jean Vaughn.   
 
Jean opened the meeting with prayer. 
 
There was discussion on how well we liked the new blinds. Thank you so much. 

 
Sue Adams brought to the meeting an assortment of her hand painted cards.  Because Stephen Ministers 
send many cards, it was decided to purchase these cards. 
 
We should be receiving the books on Cancer and “Journeying through Grief” 
any day now. These are very helpful. If you need help, contact me at 837-4406. 
 
Many contacts had been made since our January meeting. We sent twelve cards,  made nine visits and seven 
telephone calls. We then went over the prayer list. 
 
Each one attending was asked to report on their care receivers. 
 
Our next meeting is April 9, at 1:00 p.m. Jean Vaughn closed the meeting with prayer. 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Norma Kentner 

 

A big thank you for all the help and donated candy for our 2nd Annual Egg Glow, which keeps getting bigger and 
better each year!  Our FCC Easter Egg Hunt on Easter Sunday, April 1 will be a family affair.  Families are 
invited to attend the Easter morning breakfast (offered from 8-10 am) sponsored by Disciples Women.  At 9:30 
am, children will gather in the Youth Room to prepare for our hunt. Children must be accompanied by a parent 
or guardian this year.   Two groups will be participating in the hunt.  The first group to hunt will be ages Nursery
-2nd.  The second group will be ages 3rd -  5th grade.  Our older Youth will be hiding the eggs.  Parents/guardians 
will be taking their children on the hunt as we will be hiding eggs near the parking lot/outside the building. The 
hunt will take place rain or shine as we have alternative plans in case we are having Spring showers. After the 
hunt, families are invited up to the parlor for a meet and greet with the Easter Bunny. There will be a Photo 
Booth set up for photo opportunities with the Easter Bunny. Thank you to Alan Andrews, EB, and Cheryl 
Andrews for helping to set up the photo booth! 
 
We have a committee formed to start making renovation plans for the 3rd  floor of the Education Wing.  After our 
first meeting, we will know more about needs/wants.  Already we have purchased wonderful kidney-shaped 
tables and wooden chairs to replace our worn-out furniture in that wing.  Thank you to Barb Houck for looking 
into and ordering the tables and chairs. 
 

FCC BOOK CLUB 
Norma Kentner 

 

Our next book to read and discuss will be the Boys in the Boat by 
Daniel James Brown.  This is the story of a rowing crew who goes to 
the Olympics in 1936 as underdogs. Through true grit and 
determination, this crew manages to win a Gold Medal for this 
event.  Plans are to discuss this book on Thursday, April 5 at noon in 
the Fellowship Hall. Book reads for Thursday, May 3 and Thursday, 
June 7th are Dewey, the Library Cat and Wonder.  The movie 
Wonder, based on our June read will be viewed in the Youth Room 
on Thursday, July 12th at noon.  Come join our group at any time.  We 
always seem to have a lively discussion of our latest read and 
welcome new faces and ideas!   We serve good cookies, too!  

PROPERTY 
Larry Loop 

 
Blinds have been installed in the Stephens Ministry room.   

The concrete leveling project at Samaritan Well has been scheduled for April 19. 

Tuckpointing of the main church building has been approved and will be done weather permitting.  

Two old non-functioning chimneys on the main church building will be capped to prevent water  leakage and 
damage. 

We are searching for a shelving unit to store items for the Emergency Cupboard.  It can be up to 48 inches wide 
and 60 inches tall. If you have or know of one please let someone on property or outreach know.  

A mowing schedule for this summer is posted on the parlor kitchen bulletin board. Please consider helping with 
this project if you are able. 
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OUTREACH AND ACTION 
Jan Rockwell  

 
IAM Peace:  Prose & Poetry Contest 

Twenty six children, 1st grade– high school, responded by writing about what PEACE means to them in the 
Interfaith Alliance of Macomb IAM Peace:  Prose & Poetry Contest.  Some grade school teachers embraced 
the topic as a class discussion.  All participating students were recognized at the WIU International Bazaar 
and by their schools.  Area merchants provided incentives so that all students and teachers who were 
involved were awarded prizes.  In addition an anonymous donor provided monetary prizes to the four 1st 
Place and Honorable Mention winners seemed delighted.  What a great way for students to express their 
thoughts and for teachers to have classroom dialogues.  FCC members Jan Rockwell, Norma Kentner & Patti 
Jones were instrumental in coordinating the event. Plans are being made to make this an annual event. 

Destination Indianapolis 

Destination Indianapolis, the inner-city mission trip, took place March 11 – 15.  It was a life impacting event 
for all. From serving others moving 4,500 lbs. of non-perishables at an gigantic food bank warehouse, to 
assisting at a hospitality house for families of hospitalized pediatric patients, to Indy 500-like go-cart racing, 
a good time was had by all!   For the details, ask one of the young (or young at heart) men about it: Rev Kelly, 
Rod Burg, Dave Kentner, Aaron Munier, Griffin Taylor & Seth White. 

Community Prayer Breakfast 

The National Day of Prayer, Thursday, May 3rd, 7:30 a.m., will be celebrated again by an all-faith 
Community Prayer Breakfast spearheaded this year by the Interfaith Alliance of Macomb. The event will be 
held at the Spoon River Outreach Center.   It’s a wonderful way to develop understanding and to meet 
neighbors who worship God in various ways. More information about purchasing your $15 tickets will be 
available from Norma Kentner, Jan Rockwell, or Erin Jacobs in our church office.   

National March for Life 

Macomb High School Students organized the Macomb site National March for Life Sat. March 24.  On a 
blustery cold rainy morning, over 100 gathered at the Court House to join students throughout the country 
to plead for a safer environment for students.   After marching around the Square, the students led 
discussions at the Old Dairy. There , a postcard writing campaign was conducted to contact members of 
Congress about the need to limit assault weapons and make schools safe for students to learn.  Macomb’s 
young people were joined in support by several members of FCC’s Outreach Committee.  

TRUSTEES 
Dean  Rockwell 

 
Trustees meeting is April 16 at 5:30 pm followed 

by the Church Board meeting  at  7:00 pm. 

DISCIPLES MEN 
Dean Hansen 

 
Disciples men will meet at The Old Dairy  

April 7 at 8:00 am.  
 

Third Thursday Men’s Group will meet at Chubby’s 
April 19 at 7:30 pm 
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DO NOT FORGET! 
Tax Day is April 17 

 Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 
 2 Andrew Butcher    
 3 Nita Burg 
 Bill Froom 
5  Emma Bozarth 
6 Dixie Rouse 
7 Sawyer Donnell 
12  Marissa Meunier 
13  Leslie Trone 
15 Richard & Susan Cangro - Anniversary 
16 Ann Lester 
19  Chris Dace 
 James Shank 
22  Sherri Wagner  
27  Hanna Runner 
 Phyllis & Sam Shields - Anniversary 

 
 
 

NEW FCC MEMBER 
 

Please Welcome Marilyn Ward! 
 
Marilyn has lived in Macomb since 2001. She was 
born and grew up in Colchester and lived in 
Blandinsville for 31 years. She assisted her 
husband and sons in operating Ward Crop 
Service in Blandinsville before retirement. She is 
a widow and has 4 children, 11 grandchildren, 
and 5 great grandchildren.  
 
 

From Society of St. Andrew: 
  
Dear  I n d ianap o l i s  M i s s i o n  T eam ,  
 
Thank  y o u  f o r  a l l  of  y o u r  he l p  w i th  
g e t t i ng  the  800  bags  r eady  t o  
g l ean  th i s  s ummer .  We worked  hard  
and  had f un  d o i ng  i t !  I t  was  a  
p l eas u r e  t o  mee t  y ou  a l l  and  I ’m  
grat efu l  f o r  y ou r  se rv i c e .  Keep  on  
f i ght i ng  aga i n s t  hunger !  
 

Peac e ,    
Dawn Barne s  
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MARCH ACTIVITIES FOR COLLEGE AGE, 
YOUTH (grades 6-12), JYF (grades 3-5),  
 

College Age   8:00 pm 

15 Discussion on Faith and Politics 

 
Youth 6 - 12 Grade 5:00 pm 

1  Easter - No Meeting 
8   Christian What? 
15  Youth Sunday Planning 
22  Youth Sunday Rehearsal 
29 Youth Sunday 
  Arrive at church at 8 am, Breakfast will be provided 
 

JYF 3 - 5 Grade  5:00 pm 

1  Easter - No Meeting 
15 Youth Sunday Planning 
29 Youth Sunday, Arrive at church at 9 am  
 

 


